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Dr. James Satterlee 
Professor, Rural Sociology 
A general question on ancestry 
(ethnicity) was asked for the first time 
in a decennial census in 1980. Persons 
were asked to self-identify themselves 
as to which nationality group or country 
in which they or their parents or 
ancestors were born before their 
arrival in the United States. A large 
number (52% nationally) reported one 
ancestral tie, whereas the remaining 
persons identified multiple ancestral 
ties. 
South Da:rnta 
Of the 392,401 South Dakotans who 
identified with one ancestral group, one 
in four (25.9%) identified themselves as 
of German decent, followed by Norwegian 
(6.8%), English (4.3%) and (Irish 
(3.2%). The other ten major groups 
cited by residents of the state and each 
county can be seen in Table I. In many 
cases "other groups" were a substantial 
portion of some of the counties. Table 
2 reflects the total response for all 
ancestral groups for the state in 1980. 
Nationally 
Nationally, most Americans which 
cited one ancestral group identified 
with English descent (23.7 million 
persons), second Afro-American (20.5 
million), third German (17.9 million 
persons) and fourth Irish (10.3 million 
persons). Other major ancestral groups 
in rank order were as follows: 
English 23.7 Million Persons 
Afro-American 20.5 Million Persons 
German 17.9 Million Persons 
Irish 10.3 Million Persons 
Mexican 6.9 Million Persons 
Italian 6.8 Million Persons 
Polish 3.8 Million Persons 
French 3.0 Million Persons 
American Indian 1.9 Million Persons 
Dutch 1.4 Million Persons 
Russian 1.4 Million Persons 
Welsh 1. 3 Million Persons 
Puerto Rico 1. 3 Millian Persons 
orwegian 1. 2 Million Persons 
Swedish 1. 2 Million Persons 
Czech 1.1 Million Persons 
Hungarian .7 Million Persons 
Greek .6 Million Persons 
Portuguese .6 Million Persons 
Danish .4 Million Persons 
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Virgin Islander \U.S.) 
British !west Indian 
Other West Indian, or 



























Other �forth African or 
�iddle Easterner 
Source: PCSO-S l, 11:\ncestry of the Popula tion 11 1 Census of Population, 


































Mexican I, 027 
Panamanian 8 
Peruvian 




Other Spanish 17 
NORTH AMERICAN 
Aleut and Eskimo 65 
American Indian 36, 144 
Canadian 116 
French Canadian 631 












Other Pacific 40 
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